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Campaign reaches out to new freshmen  
 

BY DESTINY LOPEZ REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN  
 
School Superintendent Kathleen Ouellette, left, looks on in the home of incoming freshman Olivia 
Rivera as she and her mother, Sally Jordan, review program information with Crosby High School 
Principal Jade Gopie.  
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WATERBURY — It isn't too often that your principal shows up on your porch. 
 

Jade Gopie, Crosby High School principal, spent her Saturday morning with volunteers visiting the 
homes of Crosby's incoming freshmen class. 
 

"This is different. It's new but it's exciting," Gopie said to 65 community members, officials, faculty and 
parents who sat through orientation before taking on their assigned routes. 
 

Paul Whyte, Waterbury Schools turnaround supervisor, said the goal was to reach 275 students. The 
visits were used to let families know about new summer programs and upcoming changes. 
 

Next school year, Crosby freshmen will end their day at 2:20 p.m. The additional half-hour of class 
will be a freshmen academy that consists of tutoring, one on one technology programs and career 
focused initiatives. The academy should not interfere with sports and other after-school activities. 
 

The Children's Defense Fund Freedom School summer program, which uses reading to encourage 
social awareness, will run June 22 through July 21. 
 

The Gear Up summer program, focused on English and algebra will begin July 6. 
 

Incoming freshmen are highly expected to enroll in the programs for credit or will have to make up 
missed points during the school year. The majority of parents were happy to enroll their students. 
 

Parents received letters before Saturday's event but Whyte was still nervous about family reactions. 
"I'm happy if we can get to at least 50 percent of them," he said. 



 

Volunteers hit the pavement at 9 a.m. and met for lunch around 1 p.m. when most reported they were 
able to speak with two-thirds of their assigned families. Volunteer teams of three visited eight to 10 
homes each. 
 

Nida Tejada and Farhana Hussein, workers for Waterbury's Bridge to Success program, said they 
were openly welcomed into five out of their eight assigned homes. "I'm very surprised they opened 
their doors with smiling faces," Tejada said. 
 

Hussein thinks the door-to-door initiative should be citywide. "This is a beautiful approach," she said. 
"Parents had a very positive attitude about it." 

 

Sally Jordan, mother of incoming freshman, Olivia Rivera, happily welcomed Gopie and 
Superintendent Kathleen M. Ouellette into her home. 
 

"This gives us a better idea of what's going on," she said after explaining to Superintendent Ouellette 
that communication with parents needs to be improved. 
 

Rivera said she had a confusing transition into Wallace Middle School but feels more prepared for 
high school. "I walked in and was like, ' Where do I go'? Here, I at least know who my principal is." 

 

Deneea Fryer, a proud Crosby alumna and the director of Hoops4Life, was happy to help the 
advancement of students during the walk. "Crosby's always good to me in my heart," she said. "We 
have to build from the ground up and this is a start." 

 

Walk for Success was made possible by $500,320 received in April from "The Commissioner's 
Network" for Crosby's turnaround efforts. 
 


